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CALUM MUSKETT

Patagonia 2013-14

The 2013-14 summer season in Patagonia has once again seen a huge 
surge in popularity, with alpinists travelling from across the world to climb 
in this stunning area. With exceptionally good weather conditions over 
the previous three summer seasons it was beginning to look like global 
warming was having a positive effect on the climate in the notorious 
Roaring Forties; so much so that I booked two trips out to this area in an 
aim to further its effect. Unfortunately, it seems that climbers were prema-
ture in hailing this new phenomenon called ‘good weather’ as a reliable 
meteorological pattern because the storm-clouds and high winds have 
returned with a vengeance this year, chastising optimistic mountaineers 
and allowing for plenty of rest days down in El Chalten. Nevertheless, 
plenty of new routes have been climbed this year as well as repeats of some 
of the area’s most classic routes and summits.

The news of the season so far appears to be Alex Honnold and Tommy 
Caldwell’s traverse of the FitzRoy group, a line envisaged for quite some 
time now. The climb covers over five kilometres of ridgeline taking in 
around 4000m of vertical gain covering seven major Patagonian summits 
– chapeau boys!

Back in late October I headed out with Mike (Twid) Turner, Jerry Gore 
and Raphael Jochaud to attempt the impressive unclimbed south face of 
the South Tower of Paine. We were battered by bad weather from start to 
finish and despite reaching the top of the wall, we failed to make the final 
200m or so of scrambling to the summit due to strong winds and blizzards. 
We dubbed our efforts Wall of Paine (900m A3+ E5). It’s worth taking note 
that this line would go free given some good weather and would certainly 
be worth the effort... [see article page 145].

On Cerro Domo Blanco a US team consisting of Mikey Schaefer, Joel 
and Neil Kauffman made the first ascent of what is already considered to 
be a modern classic ice route called Superdomo (WI5 M5/6). This route saw 
rapid repeats from two British teams including Ben Silvestre, Pete Graham, 
James McHaffie and Tim Neill. Also on Cerro Domo Blanco another Brit, 
Dave Gladwin teamed up with Ben Erdmann and Kim Ladiges to make 
the first ascent of a rock pillar which they called d’Artagnan (400m, F7a, 
C1, M6).

Dave Macleod and I tackled the unclimbed wall to the right of the classic 
Amy-Vidailhet couloir on Aguja Guillaumet which was choked with snow 
and ice after recent storms. Although unplanned, this proved to be an 
excellent and sustained mixed climb of Scottish VIII, 8 and roughly 250m 
in length. On the same day Ally Swinton and Ben Winston climbed a new 

line directly opposite us at grade 
V 6. Dave and I also got painfully 
close to making the first ascent 
of what I’m sure will some day 
be a fantastic mixed line on the 
east face of the Mermoz; with 
difficulties of Scottish VIII, 9 up 
to our high point, it will be no 
push-over to complete.

With hundreds of new routes 
and free ascents still to be made 
in Patagonia, as well as a new 
guidebook to Torres del Paine in 
the pipeline, I’m sure we will be 
hearing an awful lot more about 
this incredible alpine area for 
many years to come.
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Above: east face of Mermoz 
showing MacLeod and Muskett’s 
high point. (Calum Muskett)

Right: Line of Macleod and 
Muskett’s new route on 
Guillaumet. (Calum Muskett)


